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Welcome

umer is icumen in
Lhude sing cuccu...

...Well, maybe in the 13th
Century the sound of the cuckoo was
part of the invariable and seemingly
eternal round of the seasonal sounds of
nature. Even in the 1950s and 1960s

nothing much had changed: the sound of

the cuckoo was always an integral part of
early summer, in Jersey as elsewhere. Yet
when I heard a cuckoo a couple of weeks
ago in St Mary I was staggered: I had
not consciously heard one for years.

A good omen, perhaps? I am not exactly
the only person to comment that at least
one positive result of the pandemic has
been nature’s opportunity to re-enchant
our lives, if we allow it to do so...

The lifetime of this summer issue of
RURAL magazine will see the natural
growth crescendo of plants - wild,
domesticated and agricultural. So it

is appropriate to focus on the natural
environment and particularly on
educating our children and ourselves
into the enjoyment and appreciation of
nature - and to give them some insight
into growing plants and producing food.

So, we have articles on gardening with
children, ‘farm school’, the Cultivate
course of the RIA&HS, environmental
initiatives at the Jersey College for
Girls — often instigated by the pupils
themselves - the propagation of wild

flowers... and how meals can incorporate

the tastes of foraged plants from the
Island’s dunes and woodlands. We have
only scratched the surface of this topic,
of course, as page space availability does
not permit us to do otherwise.

Arising from this theme, however,
should be the question, which I put

to RURAL readers in the form of an
exam question: ‘What is an educated
adult? How should school education be
structured in the best interests of pupils
so as to round their character and moral
compass in preparation for adulthood?
‘What help towards achieving this
would be an appreciation of the natural
environment and a knowledge of basic
food production and some gardening
and agricultural skills? Discuss.’

Alasdair Crosby | Editor
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OVER THE WALL

Over
the wall

A RURAL view

he Island’s horticultural
industry has changed beyond
recognition over the last 50

years. Then, there were over 1,000
commercial holdings and there are
now less than 50. The Esplanade used
to be a row of merchant stores packing
potatoes and tomatoes - but these have
now been developed for financial and
legal institutions.

Change is inevitable, but the important
factor is how change can best be managed.

The 2021 Island Bridging Plan
document is a complex 374-page
document. But let us focus on the

Rural Economy section with particular
reference to that part of it titled ‘Derelict
and Redundant Glasshouses’.

They became derelict and redundant
because of the demise of what had been

a large horticultural industry growing
tomatoes, peppers and flower crops for
export. Glasshouse production became
unprofitable in and around 2005 simply
because retail multiple companies could
procure products from southern European
countries at a far lower base price, thus
making the Island uncompetitive.

This industry had modernised from the
early 1980s and embraced technology,
such as growing in a soil-less medium,
distributing exhaust gases from boilers
and enhancing crop production

with carbon dioxide enrichment,
together with creating a chemical-free
environment with ‘Integrated Pest
Management’ techniques.

The industry employed some 500
full-time staff and engaged with many
local service companies, such as box
makers, sundries merchants, plumbers,
electricians, fuel companies, marketing
agents as well as with freight companies.
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But by 2007 it had ceased exporting, thus
affecting the local economy. The end
game was closure of many of the sites.

Flower crops diminished further when
the low tariff tax on postal boxes
disappeared in 2012.

So from a flourishing active Industry
that hummed 365 days of the year
there was silence.

There was little activity, no inputs and
no maintenance. Redundant glasshouses
started showing signs of dereliction

very quickly.

In some units heating pipes were taken
out and early Jersey Royals were grown.
A small area — around eight per cent - was
kept in production for the local market.

So what has become and will become of
the redundant ‘brown-field’ sites, with
foundations, concrete pathways, boiler
houses, pack houses, buffer tanks and -
of course - glass?

These are commercial, industrial

sites that the Jersey Planning
Department seems to have difficulty

in acknowledging as such. As can be
identified from this 2021 Bridging Plan,
agricultural fields have been put forward
for development purposes although no
way forward has been offered to the
remaining redundant glasshouse sites.

So, the policy appears to be confused,
because a significant number of ex-
glasshouse sites have been developed
for the Island’s housing needs and yet
other sites do not seem to be part of
any plan at all.
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Some (if not all of ) the owners of these
remaining sites have attempted over the
years to gain permission to utilise them in
a positive way, be it for housing or other
commercial or community activities, all
in context with their surroundings.

There have been 18 recently completed
glasshouse developments including, for
example, Beauvoir Nurseries (affordable
housing), Samarés Nurseries (180 units
of mixed housing) and La Louderie
Nurseries (an admirable development five
years ago, now called ‘Chant de la Mer’).

Those eight sites left with development
potential include, among others, Tamba
Park, Warwick Farm (a nominated but
unsuccessful site for the new hospital)
and Slate House Farm Nurseries, where
agricultural land has been developed,
although the glasshouse site was not
included, even though surrounded by
development on all sides.

In total, more sites have been developed
than have been left undeveloped,

so it is difficult to understand why

the remaining brown-field industrial
glasshouse sites have not been
developed into housing or restored back
to being green fields, when Planning has
earmarked green agricultural fields as
having development potential.

It would seem that the issue with the
remaining disused and redundant
glasshouse sites has been totally ignored
in the Island Bridging Plan. Change
may be inevitable, but one can only
hope that any change will be actioned
with a practical common-sense
approach from Government.

In particular, one has to ask why the
Island Bridging Plan does not look
at the option of drown field sites first,
before earmarking green fields for
development.



THE JERSEY SALMAGUNDI

The Jersey
Salmagundi

A mixed salad of events and
news, with a bit of this, that
and the other thrown in

Birdsong (but not by Sebastian Faulks)

to help create one, or even just

learn a little bit about gardening
and animal husbandry in a relaxed
environment without pressure, then a
community project on a plot of land
above Greve de Lecq could be just what
you are looking for.

If you don’t have a garden but want

‘Birdsong Garden’ is run by a charity
of the same name and is a four vergée
organic site on La Rue de la Ville au
Neveu in St Ouen. Currently they
host growing areas for fruit and veg,
a pond and a small but potentially
always growing selection of farm
animals, including an elderly pony,
two sheep, three hens and two ducks.

It was set up a few years ago by
Sebastian and Kate de la Mare-Valax,
and a 12-strong committee who
together share a deep desire to provide
space for various members of our
community - who wouldn’t otherwise
have the opportunity -to reconnect
with nature through gardening, small
farming and community work.

Quietly but passionately they work off-
grid, harvest rainwater and use livestock to
manage the meadow. They have planted
native hedgerows, wild flowers, fruit
bushes and nut trees and enjoy a thriving
eco-system teeming with bird and insect
life. During the Easter break a group from
the Jersey Youth Service Princes Trust
programme spent hours digging out and
lining a large pond area, painting signs and
duck houses and generally cleaning up
and preparing for the growing season.

And the space is not just used for
gardening; local groups come to visit for
meditation and mindfulness sessions,
sacred singing or just simply to reflect.

The next big event is a Summer Solstice
Sharing Event which is due to be staged
from 3pm on 19 July and is welcome to
anyone who wants to share, be it music,
storytelling practical tips - or even food.
You can even bring your wellies and
share your gardening skills if you wish.

More information is available on the
Birdsong Facebook page or contact
Kate by text or phone on 07797
832556. You can take the bus - or
why not hire an electric bike and
cycle out for the day?

Volunteers are always welcome

- Gill Maccabe
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The Jersey Summer Exhibition 2021

ntries are up by up nearly 30%
Eat this year’s Jersey Summer

Exhibition, to a record 272
entries by 108 artists across painting,

print, drawing, sculpture, ceramics,
photography and film.

Five years ago the gallery launched
the Jersey Summer Exhibition (JSE),
in response to a growing appetite for
good quality, curated local work. The
exhibition is modelled on the Summer
Exhibition at the Royal Academy in
London and works with a panel of
respected International artists to select
and curate a selling exhibition of local
work in the St Helier gallery.

Winners of the exhibition’s Summer
Prize are offered a solo exhibition at
the gallery, as well as invited to create
work at CCA’s Worton Hall Studios.
Exhibiting land and seascape artists
are also eligible for the RURAL sea
and landscape award sponsored by
BCR Law with RURAL Magazine
and National Trust for Jersey.

This year’s judging panel are painter
and printmaker Chris Orr, MBE, RA,
Jim Moir, comedian, writer and artist
(aka Vic Reeves) as well as Gillian
Duke, MD Worton Hall Studios and
CCA and CCAT’s Sasha Gibb.

Sasha said: ‘Despite the restrictions
in 2020, last year was one of the most
successful exhibitions ever and was
evidently the catalyst for some really
great art. 10 Hill Street is a fantastic
gallery for viewing art and events and
we’re looking forward to discovering
more home grown talent to fill it.

‘Chris Orr and Jim Moir are planning
to join us at the gallery in July to
present the Summer Prize, meet the
artists and celebrate this year’s show.
‘We are eternally grateful for the
unwavering support of our sponsors
TEAM Asset Management and BCR
Law with partners National Trust

for Jersey, RURAL Magazine and
Solutions Group.’

tephen Morley

The Jersey Summer Exhibition is
open to the public Friday, 18 June,
12.00 -18.00, Mon - Friand 11.00 -
16.00, Saturday, 19 June. There will
be an online catalogue as well as film
of the exhibition and its evolution by
film maker Gatis Valters. The gallery
is pleased to be making the exhibition
available online and the work
accessible to an audience who may be
unable to visit the gallery.

The final selection of artists will be
announced at the end of May.

Bumblebee field

here’s a new honesty box with
a difference opening on the
road above Gorey Pier by the

side of Mont Orgueil Castle.

Since late April a group of adults with
learning disabilities have been sowing,
propagating and planting edible crops,
some of which will be sold in the new
roadside stall and the rest made into
free soup.

Called Bumblebee Field, the two
vergée site is a sunny cétil next door to
the Crab Shack and is owned and run
by the Salvation Army for the benefit
of the wider Jersey community.

The free soup is a regular feature

in their Minden Street café and

is available Monday to Friday for
anyone - regardless of their situation.

All the planters and raised beds and
hard graft have been undertaken by the
Probation and After Care Community
Service teams, while the ‘Growing
Group’ focuses on production.

The project is work in progress. It was
supposed to start last year but Covid
delayed play.

Richard Nunn, who leads the Salvation
Army Community in Jersey with his
wife, Alice, said: “The dream would
be that year on year more people are
able to benefit from the space. We
would love to create a sensory garden
for example, which would enhance our
offering to those with additional needs.
‘WEe are also open to working with
other groups and agencies and so offer
the benefits of the project to as many
people as possible.

“We want the project to be a
community garden that people can
engage with on their own terms,’

- Gill Maccabe
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ENVIRONMENT

A pioneering pilot project is
under way to test a sample of
biodegradable and compostable
plant-based agricultural film

to replace the plastic that is
currently used to cover Jersey
Royals. By Caroline Spencer

the first Jersey Royals of the season. Maybe we don’t give
much thought to how the crop is grown but we are well
used to seeing vast sheets of plastic glimmering in the sun.

P retty much all of us love the arrival of spring and tasting

(44

about plastic’s detrimental effect on the

With greater public awareness

environment, however, work is afoot to
introduce an alternative.

Certainly the use of the polyethylene film has demonstrated
its economic benefits over the years, such as high yield, earlier
harvest and improved water efficiency.

With greater public awareness about plastic’s detrimental
effect on the environment, however, work is afoot to
introduce an alternative.

After many months of research, environmentalist Karen
Gray, owner and founder of Green on Purpose, is this
summer starting a pilot project with a local farmer for testing
biodegradable and compostable plant-based agricultural film.
The project will take place at the Grouville farm of Peter Le
Maistre, of Master Farms.

Karen explained: ‘It is evident that plastic is an extremely
useful material, but plastic pollution has become one of the
most pressing environmental issues. In agriculture, applying
polyethylene mulch film for crop cover has become a global
agricultural best practice, but the plastic used in farming is
low density and can be used only once or twice. In Jersey, at
the end of use only some plastic can be shipped to the UK for
recycling. If it gets contaminated with soil, it can’t be reused
and then it goes to the incinerator.’
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¢ “The bio-
agricultural film we
are testing is made
from non-genetically
modified corn starch
and vegetable oils

If plastic is not properly disposed

of or recycled, it breaks down into
microplastics that can contaminate the
soil and enter our food chain.

“The bio-agricultural film we are
testing is made from non-genetically
modified corn starch and vegetable
oils and is cultivated in Europe,” Karen
said. “This film is chemical-free and
meets international biodegradability
standards. This means it won't leave
any toxins or residue once it has
broken down. The film can be used
for any crops, but we are focusing on
potatoes because we want to reduce
plastic used in this industry. In the
UK, this film is already being used
on similar crops including courgettes,
butternut and potatoes.’
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Although the bio-agri film has been
used globally for many years, it is

not a matter of simply importing a
generic film for Jersey as there are
varying technical factors to consider
including weather conditions, farming
methods and size of our fields and
cotils. ‘All these need to be taken into
consideration when finding a solution
and we will be collecting this data to
review,” Karen said. ‘At the start of the
project, we will test the biological and
chemical make-up of the soil and, with
that as a baseline, we can then track
and measure any changes, as we want
to ensure the crop will be just as good.’

The crops get grown in the same way,
but after harvesting the film can get
ploughed back into the ground, so
there is no waste.

‘I believe the data collection and soil
testing are critical factors that can give
evidence and confidence to the growers
that we’re not going to do anything
that will have a negative impact on the
soil and crops,” Karen said. "We also
need to see how long the film takes to
break down in Jersey conditions.’

Green on Purpose is a Jersey-based
company focusing on developing eco-
friendly plant-based solutions working
with International manufacturers,
with the aim to reduce plastic
pollution. Independent soil testing
will be carried out by the Carbon
Farm and Continuum will collect and
collate all data.

It’s an important
issue and if we can
crack it, that would be
fantastic.

The project has been cautiously
welcomed by Mr Le Maistre,
president of the Jersey Farmers Union.
“With regards to the environmental
issues with plastic, this would be very
good news,’ he said. “There’s a way to
go but it’s certainly a journey worth
going on and I've been impressed by
the samples. It’s an important issue
and if we can crack it, that would be
fantastic.’

He added, however, that it is very
technical and there are questions to
be asked. One of those concerns is the
width, strength and thickness of the
film, as it can be anything between
seven and 18 microns. The pilot test
will use a 10-micron transparent film
similar to the current plastic.

Jersey growers currently favour plastic
sheets which are 12 metres wide, but
the trial will involve film that is just
2.1 metres wide.

“The 12 metres covers 16 x 30-inch
rows,” Peter said. “We have found that
there is what we call an edge effect.
The potatoes on the two outside rows,
where the plastic is stretched, are

not quite as fine as the others. There
is more damage from frost. Wide
polythene is quite important.



ENVIRONMENT

“We also need to test its strength and
determine whether it can be rolled
up and lifted to allow us to harvest,
and we need to see if it can withstand
our weather conditions. We need to
understand how we work with the
bio-agri film and if we need to invest
in further machinery or change our
farming methods.'

The other matter, of course, is cost.
Karen said that the plastic-free
alternative is a bit more expensive.
‘But if you look at this holistically as a
project, we will be reducing plastic in
the environment and potentially have
fewer costs for disposal and recycling.’

Karen added: ‘I'm excited about

the project, as we can reduce plastic
pollution and it helps the environment.
My main aim is to work with growers
to find the best solution that works for
them. I always think back to my father
when he was farming for many years.
He liked finding innovative ways to
produce the best crops.

~  MARKETS - FARM SUOPS - RESTAURANTS -~

‘T understand this is a new discovery
for Jersey growers. My wish is that the
pilot will allow us to test the concept,
review the outcomes and performance
of the bio-agri film with the aim of
finding a solution for Jersey. The next
stage would be to get more growers
involved. It’s being used across the
world. Why not in Jersey?’

One last question though. Might it
change the taste of a Jersey Royal?
One of the reasons for the testing

is to see if there is an impact on the
nutrients in the soil, but Peter thinks it
unlikely to have an effect on taste.

‘In the first years of using polythene
covers in Jersey many blind-taste test
were taken to see if there was any
difference,’ he said. “The conclusive
evidence was that there was none.’

PASSTONATE--=F00D
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Caroline Spencer met
Sheena Brockie, one
of the drivers of the
‘Grow’ community
horticultural project
at Sion

itting cross-legged on the dry
S earth at the edge ofg dusty

field, Sheena Brockie says that

this, the outdoors, is where she feels
most at home.
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Her husband Chris is digging holes for
fruit trees, all part of the groundwork
for the Grow community horticultural
project in Field H1115 at Sion.

Grow is a project linked to Thrive
Jersey, a not-for-profit set up to
address social issues behind poor
mental health. Sheena has designed
the project and is definitely hands-on.

‘T'm driven by the fact that this project
does a bit of everything,’ she said.
‘Bolstering our biodiversity is super
important so we’re planning lots of
pollinator flowers. We intend to farm
“regeneratively”, to retain the carbon in
the soil, whilst growing an array of fruit
and vegetables for our community.

‘Coming out of Covid, the project aims
to make a positive impact on the physical
and mental wellbeing of Islanders.
Following the pandemic we feel there
will be an intense need for people to be
able to go somewhere and feel they have
a place to be and a purpose.

‘Conservation has always been part

of my upbringing. I grew up in the
middle of a 1,000-acre country park
in Hamilton, just south of Glasgow. It
was a rural idyll. There were always
conservation projects going on and for
holidays we travelled the length and
breadth of Great Britain to photograph
butterflies with my dad.’



With an accountancy degree under
her belt, Sheena came to Jersey and
fell quite neatly into the finance
industry. After 25 years, however, she

realised it was time to follow her heart.

Retraining as a sustainability consultant,
she is now qualified to carry out
greenhouse gas inventories, working
with businesses and charities to assess
their carbon footprint and help build
environmental management systems.

About 10 years ago Sheena started
writing a blog, The Good Jersey Life,
inspired by photos taken on her daily
hikes. ‘I started adding notes about
where I had been, the plants I had seen
or the path I had walked. Over time

I added more about sustainability,
conservation and biodiversity.’

ENVIRONMENT
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is a climate emergency

We know there

and we have to do things
differently. Everyone
has something they are
passionate about. If you
start with one thing that
drives you personally, it
will domino effect into
something else. Then
you find you are leading
by example

She was also one of the founders of
Plastic Free Jersey and she went on to
win the accolade of Environmentalist
of the Year in the JEP Pride of Jersey
Awards 2018.

Sheena is now busier than ever, not
least because of the work with Grow.

“The pace of the project has been
phenomenal, only made possible with
the support of the parish of St Helier,
tree funding from the St Helier Youth
& Community Trust, wildflower
seeds from the Pollinator Project

and businesses such as The

Jersey Royal Company, who

prepared the land for

us, not to mention

the dedication

of the Grow

committee,’

she said.

‘We have this amazing blank canvas,
and have taken a host of baseline data
for monitoring, such as earthworm
counts, and will shortly have bat and
bird surveys. We're also excited that

the Barn Owl Conservation Trust has
installed owl and kestrel boxes. We want
to be able to prove scientifically how we
improve the soil over time, linked to our
soil management practices.’

Once the Jersey apple and pear trees
are planted, she feels she can refocus
on her ‘day job’.

‘Setting up a self-employed business
in a pandemic has been a challenge,
so now I am focusing on launching
my new website, thegoodjerseylife.
business, so I can share more
information on the environmental
services that I provide,’ she said.

There are also further plans for Grow
in the coming years, all of which take
planning: a sensory garden, raised
beds for accessibility, a pond, a forest
school, a polytunnel for a winter
classroom, potentially even a small
production kitchen.

Sheena has started yoga to relax and
she walks at least five miles every
day, often with her rescue Welsh
collie Woody.
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‘I slipped a disc in the year 2000 and
was off work for a long time. I found
the best I could be was when I was
mobile. For my own mental health,

I feel I have to walk and be in nature.
It’s the way I switch off.’

¢ I have lifted the
lawn at home to take part
in a project called “Grow
food, not lawns”. I now
have raised beds where

I grow shallots, kale,
leeks, chard, spinach,
herbs and blueberries

Sheena, who has a son and a
stepdaughter in their 20s, is also now a
grandmother to a baby girl. Sometimes,
the amount of change needed to save
the planet can be overwhelming,

but Sheena says it is important for
everyone to do what they can.

“We know there is a climate emergency
and we have to do things differently.
Everyone has something they are
passionate about. If you start with one
thing that drives you personally, it will
domino effect into something else. Then
you find you are leading by example.

‘T have lifted the lawn at home to take
part in a project called “Grow food,

not lawns”. I now have raised beds
where I grow shallots, kale, leeks, chard,
spinach, herbs and blueberries. I only
have a standard size garden, but I harvest
rainwater in seven water butts and use
the water from my washing machine on
my flower garden. Home composting or
a wormery are also easy to do.’

‘We stand up and dust ourselves down
and she invites me to plant a pear tree.
You get to name your tree, to give

it its own identity and explain your
connection to it. Sheena herself is going
to do this in honour of her inspirational
father Jim Brockie MBE, who passed
away two years ago, naming her tree by
her pet name for him, the daddyman.
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BE LIKE MARY.
CHANGE TO A
HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE.

TYPE 2 DIABETES IS A
POTENTIALLY KILLER DISEASE.

IF YOU ARE OVERWEIGHT OR OBESE, YOU ARE AT
GREATER RISK OF DEVELOPING TYPE 2 DIABETES.
CHANGES YOU MAKE NOW CAN HELP AVOID, REDUCE
AND EVEN REVERSE THE RISKS.

Speak to your GP about having a test for diabetes.

 J
For more advice and support \‘/
visit diabetesjersey.com. _

Diabetes Jersey s a Jersey-registered charity (110) 'D'\;\oe,'i'e,s Se,y.se',j

and a member of the association of Jersey Charities. living with diabetes
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( ]ows dozing in buttercup-laden
meadows, hedgerows bursting
with blossom and birdsong,

bees buzzing with their collective hum;

summer is almost upon us. Longer days,
rising temperatures, blooming gardens
and sizzling barbeques; thoughts of
heating bills fade with the memories of
those biting north-easternly winds that
tormented through March and April.

Thoughts of energy saving are more

likely to be ‘shall I mow the lawn or

relax and read the paper?’

Well, now you can relax, save your
energy and your home’s with the Jersey
Electricity app, My JE. The app is

the latest, and so far, most innovative
initiative from JE to help us all save
energy and cut costs. Almost 9,000
Islanders downloaded My JE within
weeks of its launch, and the verdict from
users has been very positive.

JE Head of Customer Care Brian
O’Gorman said the app helped one
customer save £8 a day by quickly
highlighting a fault on their heating
system which would have otherwise
gone undetected until they received
their bill, which by then would have
been significantly inflated.
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A new App from Jersey Electricity is designed
to help us all save energy and cut costs.

By Lynn Schofield

‘Because the app shows consumption
in kWhs (units) and £s daily, weekly
or monthly, this customer quickly
noticed an unusual spike in her daily
consumption from £5 to £13 and
contacted us asking what was causing
it,” said Mr O’Gorman. ‘Our data
showed a large appliance was running
all the time, very likely the immersion
water heater.

‘Further investigation revealed the
pressure relief valve on the immersion
had developed a fault and a leak,
resulting in the immersion continuously
heating new cold water replacing the
hot water lost in the leak.’

A keen Jersey weather watcher pre-
empted a warmer day and lighter winds
by turning down their home’s heating
thermostat and discovered, via the app,

the move saved them £4 in just one day.

My JE has been made possible by the
Island-wide roll-out of Smart-Meters
and JE communications systems that
enable the utility to relay the data the
meters collect back to customers.

You can also view and store bills, set
weekly or monthly usage targets to
better budget between quarterly bills,
and compare usage between similar
properties.

The app, though readily available, is still
under further development by JE’s own
in-house billing provider JENDEV in
partnership with Eliq, a leading Swedish
provider of energy insights and mobile
apps for utility companies.

The next step is to develop its
functionality to embrace multiple-meter
customers, including those on the Buy
Back Tariff, three-phase customers,
those with multiple premises and Pay As
You Go customers.

Jersey Electricity believes energy
conservation and energy efficiency will
play a key part if the Island is to achieve
the Government’s carbon neutrality
ambitions — and My JE can help. Learn
how to conserve energy and save money
now with My JE. More information

is available at www.jec.co.uk or
download from the App store or
Google Play.
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The ‘cultivate’ scheme
of discovery

By Jess McGovern, head of Education and Development at the

Royal Jersey Agricultural & Horticultural Society in Trinity.

its Cultivate Programme, which

cultivates the connection between
the farm and the plate. Our guiding
principle is the understanding of
where our food comes from - how
it’s produced; the seasons; and the
environment it in which it is grown.
This helps us to develop a sense of
place and empowers us to be a steward
for our planet.

¢ The eight lesson
‘Cultivate Scheme of
Discovery’ will provide

In 2019 the RJA&HS launched

young people an
opportunity to learn
about our agri-food
industry in a funand
interactive way

Our first event was called Cultivate
Young Minds in April 2019, 70
teenagers, 25 agri-food stakeholders,
policy makers and teachers for the first
time, joined together to help cultivate

a connection with not only our local
seasonal food and produce, but also with
the wonderful communities who grow
it. The message of the day was that if
there is a story behind the food we are
eating, we can enjoy our food more and
eat more healthily and more sustainably.
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When asked the question, “Would
you like to know more about Jersey’s
agri-food industry? - 88% of the
teenagers said YES. The consensus
from this feedback was that as

an Island community, we have a
responsibility to our young people,
to offer further learning opportunities
to those curious to learn how they
can add value to the agri-food
industry at a local or a global scale.

Cultivate Young Minds 2020 was

set to be an Agri-Food bonanza,
with an oversubscribed student

sign up and double the number

of agri-food stakeholders ready to
inspire and ‘Cultivate Young Minds’.
Due to Covid19, Cultivate Young
Minds 2020 has been postponed
until 2022. We did not let this be an
obstacle, instead we looked at it as
an opportunity to expand our “Young
Minds’ reach.
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As part of my role, I have had the
opportunity to connect with Jersey’s
dynamic agri-food community who
grow, rear, catch and cook our local
food. What these visits have highlighted
to me, as a former Geography teacher,
is that many of our young people are
missing out on feeling connected to our
local agri-food industry because they
simply do not know about it. With
Caultivate Young Minds 2020 not able
to go ahead, I set about harnessing

my teaching skills to develop a cross-
curricular (Humanities) Scheme of
‘Work that could be taught to Key Stage
2 and 3 students. The eight lesson
‘Cultivate Scheme of Discovery’ will
provide young people an opportunity
to learn about our agri-food industry

in a fun and interactive way by
cultivating an interest in environmental
stewardship, farming heritage,

modern day farming, sustainable

food production, seasonality, food
provenance and food security.

¢ As part of my
role, I have had the
opportunity to connect
with Jersey’s dynamic
agri-food community
who grow rear, catch and
cook our local food

Furthermore, it aims to highlight the
relevance that food and farming plays

in our daily lives while cultivating a
connection with our local area and the
natural world. Through our Cultivate
Young Minds initiative, we will continue
to develop further Cultivate pathway
opportunities for our young people and
drive a greater interest in the agri-food
industry as a career option through our
Cultivate Project Trident and Sixth
Form Cultivate Enrichment experiences.

Local producers
are partners,
season after
glorious season

We actively look to stock our shelves with local
products and are proud to have local producers
as partners, in many cases for years and years.

Buying locally is good for Jersey’s economy,

environment and countryside around us,

and the next generation of local producers.
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co-operative

www.channelislands.coop/belonging

At such a critical time, our Cultivate
Young Minds initiative places
‘Agri-Food Education’, ‘Community’
and ‘Collaboration’ at the grassroots
for our current and future global
generations. Our vision is that when
Education, Government and the
Agri-Food Industry work together for
one common purpose, then a dynamic,
sustainable, innovative and passionate
agri-food community will continue to
grow for generations to come.

If you are curious to learn more you
can explore the Cultivate Scheme
of Discovery at www.royaljersey.
co.uk/learning-resources

If you are a teacher who would like
to discuss using our local Cultivate
Scheme of Discovery to explore
and develop a ‘sense of place’

with your students, please email
jess@royaljersey.co.uk

Belonging is everything

Grand Marché

Followourstory: f facebook.com/cicoop [@ twitter.com/Cl_coop instagram.com/cicoop

locale enroute

pharmacy
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A field, a sunny day, lots of fun for children while connecting with

nature and finding out about farm animals and how food is produced.

What is there not to like? Caroline Spencer went to Sprouts Farming

Club in St Martin and met founder Grace Crake

dd 21 children to 120 chickens
in a field on a sunny spring day
nd you have all the ingredients

for some school holiday fun.

There is much clucking and flapping,
as the children pick up birds to check
them over. “You have to look at their
eyes and their beak,’ a girl tells me.
‘If they’re poorly, the wattle will go
down and it’ll go dark purple.’

The children are on their last day of
the Sprouts Farming Club holiday
club. They know how to pick up the
chickens, identify if their wings need
to be clipped and how to collect eggs
from the coop.

On the last day, they get to name

the chickens and some great names

are coming out: Flash, Bolt, Coffee,
Drumstick and now Gucci and Chanel.

Grace Crake runs Sprouts Farming
Club from the family farm La
Cornetterie in St Martin. She is the
daughter of Billy Davies, well known
in the Island for the Just William stall
in the Central Market.

‘My dad was a first-generation farmer
and he grew purple-sprouting broccoli
as a trial alongside Robert Le Gresley
and Richard Le Cornu,’ she said.
“They were the first to trial it as a crop
and export it to the UK. They also
grew brassicas and Jersey Royals.
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At La Cornetterie we grow everything
for Just William and SCOOP and a
few restaurants and hotels.

‘As children we were always allowed
to muck in, try peas and chillies
straight from the field, help sort
potatoes or dig spuds for tea. Mum
and Dad were so patient with us and
would take us through every step of
the process.

‘T hope this project inspires children to
learn, play and to grow. Children don't
get enough unstructured play. They
need to learn outside, get their hands
dirty and be inquisitive about the
natural environment. We still have

an old-fashioned method here,

fields get rotated, and the lavoir in

the meadow is our water source,’

she said.

I hope this project
inspires children to
learn, play and to grow.
Children don't get
enough unstructured
play. They need to learn
outside, get their hands
dirty and be inquisitive
about the natural
environment
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Although Grace was brought up on
the farm, she did not naturally fall
into this as a career. ‘I was desperate
to be a writer and so did a Masters
in English Literature. When I came
home I realised I actually wanted to
be a teacher, and a teacher that was
outdoors. My love was on the farm.’

Children as young as two can join Farm
Tots sessions, while Sprouts Farming
Club caters to those from Year 2 to age
12. There are after-school clubs and
Saturday clubs as well as holiday clubs.
Inevitably, Covid had an impact but
this year they seem to be more

popular than ever.

‘People now seem to place more value
on family, the outdoors, home-grown
and local,” Grace said. ‘Just like my
brother Joe [of Little Joe surf shop]
sees children who haven’t been to the
beach; I have met children who don’t
know how Royals are grown or what
a courgette is.

(44

The children do planting, watering and

weeding, and they get to take home produce they

have grown. We don’t expect everyone to be a farmer

but there are different aspects to what they learn

They start learning where their food
comes from, and they do start making
the connection between the animals
they see and food that they eat, and
they realise how important it is to have
really high welfare.’

We stroll down past a wood of
willows, a favourite spot for the
children, to feed the ducks and geese.

Grace continues: ‘It’s about providing
that space for them which not all
schools have, especially if they don’t
have gardens of their own, and being
able to have that contact with animals
each week.’

Grace, who is married to Hamish,
now has a two-year-old child and a
second on the way.

‘My daughter comes and helps me

on the rounds and she knows how to
collect eggs and pick up the chickens. I
don’t mind if she doesn’t want to do it
as a career but to have this upbringing
is just fantastic. We are very lucky.’

After the children have taken their
snack break, one boy keeps hold of a
banana skin to feed to the pigs. The
children excitedly pick dock leaves,
grass and handfuls of kale to feed the
pigs, as well as the piglets which are
only weeks old.
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Comments from the little sprouts:

L/

¢¢ Wecalledachicken ~—

Giraffe because she’s so tall

¢ encourages you to
be a farmer, you get to take
home the plants to cook,
and make kale crisps

¢¢ Chickensarerelatedtoa
T-rex. Yesterday one flapped
in my face. Ilove coming here
because Ilove animals

-

Grace said: “The children do planting,
watering and weeding, and they

get to take home produce they have
grown. We don’t expect everyone

to be a farmer but there are different
aspects to what they learn. This week,
for instance, they have designed egg
boxes. Many of them were fantastic at
doing the marketing side of things.’

It is hoped that, Covid allowing,
school programmes can re-start soon.
‘For school groups, we sow plants
that grow fast so that it’s colourful
and really engaging,” Grace said.
‘Each child has their own little plot
of land and effectively their own little
allotment to look after for six weeks.’

For more information, go to
www.thefarmschoolinitiative.com

~ STUDIOS - GIFTS SHOPS - GALLERIES - CAFES —
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Expert guidance, precisely tailored.

Finding the right home has
to work for your family, your
lifestyle and your future.

Whether you're buying, selling or investing

in property in the Channel Islands, our
experienced property team will ensure you
avoid any pitfalls. We provide a personal and
unique service to all our private clients.

Our wider services include:

Advising on relocations and high value
residency applications in conjunction with
trusted tax advisers.

Co-ordinating surveyors, architects, site
and property finding professionals, as well
as private banks, to provide a seamless and
personal service.

Responsive and commercially aware planning
and construction law advice.

44 Esplanade, St Helier, Jersey JE4 QWG
Telephone: +44 1534 514056

See

for more information about Ogier’s legal services.
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Continuing her series emphasising the ‘arboreal’ qualities of

Islanders, Philippa Evans-Bevan interviewed Amelie Le Blancq,

Head Girl of the Jersey College for Girls, on the impact of

environmental concerns on school life

melie Le Blancq is an
Ainspiring sapling: just 18 years

old but of third generation
Jersey rootstock.

She comes from a family with farming
traditions and a maternal line with
strong skills and dedication to the
nursing and teaching professions

Amelie speaks with great pride and
affection about the two Vibert ladies
- her mother and grandmother - who
have clearly inspired and enriched
ideal growing conditions for her.

Caroline, Amelie’s grandmother, was
a District Nurse and Amelie’s mother,
Sophie, studied and attained a degree
in Youth Studies and took up teaching
in special educational needs and
mental health issues.

Education and Caring are also at

the heart of Amelie’s approach to

the sustainability initiatives she has
facilitated as Head Girl at Jersey
College for Girls (JCG). In particular
is her enthusiasm and encouragement
of JCG Voice, which is one of the
numerous ways in which the voices of
the students can be clearly h